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Eng. Ghanbarpour: The Main Axis of
the Park’s Activities Will Be Focused on
the Demands of the National Information
Network

Syrian Private Sector Tech Delegation
Visits ICT Park

Ceremony for Honoring Former President
of ICT Park Held with the Attendance of
Tech Company CEOs

»

Second Meeting of the International
Collaboration Development Working
Group of the Ministry of ICT; Lessons
Learned from ECO and Opportunities
Ahead in BRICS

In a meeting with Khorugh State
University;

Grounds for bilateral cooperation between
ICT Park and Khorugh State University
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In continuation, Ms. Afsaneh Mohammad
Ayazova, Deputy Director of International
Relations at Khorugh State University,
introduced the colleagues present at the
meeting and emphasized the importance of
establishing relations between Khorugh State
University and ICT Park: "Khorugh is the
first university in the autonomous region of
Badakhshan, providing valuable national and
international services since its establishment,
and graduating numerous specialists and
experts. Currently, Khorugh State University
haseight faculties, 19 educational departments,
and more than 4,000 students. Khorugh
University, as well as Tajikistan as a whole,
require the development of information and
communication technology. Therefore, we
declare our readiness for mutual collaboration
with ICT Park," she said.

Ms.
information about the facilities,

Continuing, Mohammad  Ayazova
provided
grants, technologies, and innovation centers
at the university: "Khorugh University and its
Innovation Center are supported by the World
Bank and the Ministry of Science of Tajikistan.
These institutions provide support to students
with innovative ideas in the field of launching
new businesses," she said.

Dr. Ghanbari

Baghestan concluded by

highlighting the importance of University
Innovation Center and the possibility that it can
become a focal point for collaboration between
"If Khorugh University's
Innovation Center has thought-provoking ideas

the two parties:

that can potentially become products in the
future, ICT Park may be able to provide joint
support for them," he noted.

At the end of the session, it was agreed that
the Innovation Center of the university would
share its new ideas in the field of ICT with ICT
Park, opening avenues for further collaboration,
particularly regarding the sale of products from
the Park’s member companies in Tajikistan.

It is worth mentioning that in this meeting,
Ms.  Afsaneh
Deputy Director of International Affairs
at Khorugh State University; Ms. Lola
Head of
Projects Group in the field of education at

Mohammad  Ayazova,

Gulomadshova, International
Khorugh State University; Ms. Mardonova
Toji, International Projects Specialist in
the field of education at Khorugh State
University; Dr. Abbas Ghanbari-Baghestan,
Communications and International Affairs
Advisor of ICT Park; Ms. Mina Rasti,
Public Relations and International Affairs
Specialist, and Ms. Shiva Farzi, International
Affairs Specialist at ICT Park, were present.
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In a meeting with Khorugh State University;

Grounds for bilateral cooperation between ICT Park and
Khorugh State University of Tajikistan were evaluated

A preliminary meeting was held on Saturday,
August 26th, 2023, to discuss and identify
areas of mutual cooperation between Khorugh
State University and the Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) Park.

At the outset of the session, Dr. Abbas
Ghanbari Baghestan, Advisor for ICT Park
Communications and International Affairs,
welcomed the attendees and introduced ICT
Park: "ICT Park was established in 2017 as
a national Park with an international vision
under the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology. Its primary goal is to
support technology companies and businesses
active in the ICT field. In recent years, ICT

Park, with the goal of internationalization, has
established effective relations with countries
in the African region (Tunisia, Nigeria, Mali,
Senegal, Algeria, etc.) and Asian countries
such as Syria, Afghanistan, and Russia, some
of which have led to the signing of cooperation
agreements," he said.

Continuing, Communications and International
Affairs Advisor of ICT Park stated: "Currently,
ICT Park has three active branches in Iran.
In the Alborz site, which is the main branch
of the Park, the Mashhad, and in the Semnan
site. Furthermore, ICT Park is in the process of
establishing more branches in other provinces
of Iran."
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Second Meeting of the International Collaboration Development

Working Group of the Ministry of ICT;

Lessons Learned from ECO and Opportunities
Ahead in BRICS

The second meeting of the International
Collaboration Development Working Group
was held on Tuesday, September 12th, 2023,
with the aim of reviewing the lessons learned
from ECO and the prospects in BRICS at the
Ministry of Information and Communications
Technology.

This meeting was held with the goal of
synergy, brainstorming, and exchange of views
among consultants of companies and affiliated
organizations on the lessons learned from the
ECO and opportunities ahead in BRICS.

The second meeting of the International
Collaboration Development Working Group
was chaired by Ms. Mousavi, Women’s Affairs
Advisor to the Minister and representative of

the International Strategic Cooperation and
Studies Center of Iran’s Ministry of Information
and Communications Technology.

In the second meeting of the International
Collaboration Development Working
Group, representatives from ICT Park, the
Telecommunications Infrastructure Company,
the Communications Regulatory Authority, the
Information Technology Organization of Iran,
Iran Post Bank, the National Post Company
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Iranian
Space Agency, the Iranian Telecommunication
Research Center, the Iranian Space Research
Institute, the Payam Special Economic Zone
and Airport, the Payam Cultural and Sports

Institute, and others were present.
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as the Communications Regulatory Authority, the
Telecommunication Infrastructure Company, the
Information Technology Organization, the National
Post Company, the Space Agency, and other
organizations under the ministry's jurisdiction are
obligated to facilitate the procurement of equipment
from the technology companies we have supported
to meet the ministry's needs," Eng. Ghanbarpour
continued.

"The programs and initiatives established by
Dr. Sadigh, founded upon his comprehensive
knowledge and understanding of the laws, should
be preserved. However, the Park's activities
and initiatives should be directed towards the
needs of Iran’s Ministry of Information and
Communications Technology. Nevertheless, if we
can meet the domestic needs of our country, we can
undoubtedly extend our efforts to meet the needs of
neighboring nations," he added.

"ICT Park is not merely a physical entity; it is
a mechanism designed to foster the growth of
companies. We, as a subsidiary entity of Iran’s
Ministry of Information and Communications
Technology, must exert ourselves to expedite
company growth, ensuring alignment with our goals

and policies, thereby creating new markets for these

companies," emphasized the Advisor to the Minister
and president of the Park.

He concluded by highlighting the untapped potential
for collaboration between ICT Park and Payam
Special Economic Zone: "What I perceive as an
opportunity today are the capacities and resources
that Payam Special Economic Zone has overlooked
in recognizing ICT Park, and vice versa. Thus, to
realize collaboration between ICT Park and Payam
Special Economic Zone, I invite colleagues and
member companies of the Park to explore the
opportunities, facilities, space, and equipment
available at Payam Special Economic Zone. The
development space at Payam Special Economic
Zone surpasses that of ICT Park, yet what it lacks is
the flow of technology development and innovation,
and these two entities can complement each other,"
he said.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Dr. Sadigh
Damghanizadeh was presented with commendation
plaques and gifts by Eng. Ghanbarpour, the President
of ICT Park; Eng. Yazdanpanah, Deputy Director
of Technology Development; Dr. Alireza Hafizi,
Deputy Director of Human Resources Development
and Resource Management; and Eng. Jafari, Director

of the Technological Units Development Center.
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he said.
"Today, I stand before you to bid farewell and

express my gratitude to all those who are present.
Engineer Ms. Ghanbarpour is a young, dynamic,
and capable individual. I wish him success, and 1
hope to witness the continued progress of the ICT
Park family," he added.

Subsequently, Mr. Ghanbarpour, an Advisor to the
Minister and the new president of ICT Park, extended
a warm welcome to the Park's staff, and company
representatives and CEOs in attendance. He praised
Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh for his efforts: "He is
one of the pioneers in the development of science
and technology Parks in our country, a key architect
of their establishment, and today we reap the benefits
of his vision," he remarked.

"The advancements we witness today in technology,
knowledge-based
enterprises, and startups are the fruits of labor that

technological  development,
occurred in obscurity during the 2000s. At a time
when our officials were wholly unfamiliar with the
concept of science and technology Parks, Dr. Sadigh
Damghanizadeh and his colleagues included Article
47 in the Fourth Five-Year Development Plan,
marking the first official recognition of science and

technology Parks in top-level documents. We owe
him our gratitude for his unwavering dedication
to ICT Park and the overall development of Parks
across the nation. We hope to learn from and benefit
from his experiences in the future," he noted.

The Advisor to the Minister and President of
ICT Park also highlighted the establishment of
specialized Parks under the purview of specific
ministries following the development of provincial
Parks.
specialized ministries have specific and defined

"Specialized Parks established under
missions. Ministries possess the authority to provide
direction and regulation, and the activities of these
parks are aligned with the needs of their respective
ministries," he mentioned.

"Currently, the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology prioritizes the development
of the national information network and fiber
networks throughout the country. This mega-project
demands a substantial amount of equipment and
services. Therefore, the activities and initiatives
of ICT Park and its member companies, supported
should
be geared toward fulfilling the needs of this

by the Ministry of Communications,

ministry. On the other hand, organizations such
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Ceremony for Honoring Former President of ICT Park
Held with the Attendance of Tech Company CEOs

ﬂ
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A ceremony to honor the efforts and contributions
of Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh,
the former President of ICT Park, took place on
Saturday, September 9th, 2023. The event was
attended by ICT Park employees and CEOs from
member companies.

At the outset of the ceremony, several of Dr. Sadigh
Damghanizadeh's colleagues at ICT Park shared
their fond memories of working within the Park and
their collaborations with him.

Following these reflections, Engineer Mohsen
Aboui, Chairman of the Board of Directors of ESM
Telecommunication Company, representing the

Issue 30, Year 3, August - September 2023

companies in attendance, expressed his appreciation
for Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh's tireless efforts
in advancing and expanding ICT Park. He also
commended Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh for
fostering positive interactions with the companies.

Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh then expressed his
gratitude to the attendees: "I had the privilege
of serving in Iran’s Ministry of Information and
Communications Technology for four years. During
that time, all our colleagues and member companies
of the Park worked diligently to make something out
of nothing. Today, ICT Park stands as a testament

to the collective dedication of all our colleagues,"
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branches and provided some information about the

services provided by the Park, international activities
carried out in the past year, flagship projects of the
Park, and other relevant matters.

He emphasized one of ICT Park's priorities as
collaborating with Muslim countries in the region,
outlining the sale of ICT Park products, the
establishment of representation in Syria, as well
as proposals from the Syrian side, as the axes of
cooperation between the two sides.

The Advisor for the Park’s Communications
and International Affairs also expressed ICT
Park's readiness to collaborate on establishing
a production line in Syria: "Several ICT Park’s
associated companies, including Nour Behineh
Gostar Middle East Company, are interested in
establishing production lines in other countries,"
he mentioned.

Mr. Aoun, the CEO of S&S Company in Syria,
introduced himself and praised ICT Park's
technology products. Emphasizing that the primary
need on the Syrian side is in the field of cyber
security, he stated, "Damascus is currently in the
post-war reconstruction phase, and the goal is to
use the park's experiences and products to rebuild
the city and society while developing localized ICT
knowledge. To achieve better results and increase

sales of products, both sides need to employ a new
approach to cooperation."”

The Head of S&S described the ICT and cyber
security market in Syria as nascent: "During my
visits to the Islamic Republic of Iran, I realized that
Iran has a higher level of awareness in the field of
ICT and has valuable experiences in this area," he
continued.

"Considering the existing gaps in the field of
information and communications technology in
Syria, our main goal is to use the experiences of ICT
Park to develop ICT products in Syria," he noted.
Engineer Amer, a member of the executive board of
S&S, also stated: "Given that the workforce in Syria
is more cost-effective and the cost of producing
products in this country is lower, we can transfer
ICT Park's hardware and software knowledge to
Syria and then export the final product from Syria
to other countries. Of course, the product exported
from Syria to other countries should have a lower
price and higher quality compared to other products
in order to gain a suitable market."

It should be noted that after the conclusion of the
meeting, the Syrian delegation visited the Nour
Behineh Gostar Middle East Company, the ESM
Telecommunication Company, and the ICT Park

Smart Greenhouse.
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Syrian Private Sector Tech Delegation Visits ICT Park

On Friday, September 21st, 2023, a Syrian tech
delegation from the private sector, led by Mr.
Aoun, visited the Information and Communications
Technology Park. During the visit, they engaged in
discussions and exchanged ideas with the authorities
of ICT Park.

Atthe outset of this meeting, following the screening
of a Park promotional video, Dr. Abbas Ghanbari
Baghestan, Advisor for ICT Park Communication
and International Affairs, introduced the attendees
and provided an overview of the Park, stating,
"ICT Park operates under the supervision of Iran’s
Ministry of Information and Communications
Technology and is a specialized Park in the field
of ICT.

Dr. Ghanbari further elaborated on the companies
located within the Park, stating, "These companies
are prominent players in the national market. We,

at ICT Park, assist these companies in further
development, preparing them for regional and
international participation. Most of the companies
in ICT Park are fully prepared to enter the global
market."

"Currently, tech companies within ICT Park have
over 196 products, of which 74 products, meeting
technical and general criteria such as technological
depth, quality, competitive pricing, etc., have
been selected for regional and international
commercialization," he continued.

During the course of this meeting, a selection of
products by the technology companies at ICT Park,
including various modems employable by mobile
phone companies, smart whiteboards, access gates,
and the Padvish antivirus software were showcased
beside other products.

Dr. Ghanbari also introduced ICT Park’s different
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technology companies that are taking steps
in line with the Ministry’s priorities, acting as
reliable supply sources for equipment besides
operating as markets for the companies’
technological products,” he added.

“The programs and initiatives established so
far in ICT Park should be preserved. However,
the Park’s activities and initiatives should be
directed towards the needs of Iran’s Ministry of
Information and Communications Technology.
Nevertheless, if we can meet the domestic needs
of our country, we can undoubtedly extend our
efforts to meet the needs of neighboring nations,”
Eng. Ghanbarpour mentioned, referring to the
remarkable activities that have been conducted
so far in ICT Park,

Additionally, Eng. Ghanbarpour considered
the development of technologies related to
the digital economy as one of the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology’s
goals and referred to the activities of technology
“What should
be implemented and addressed is market

companies in this regard:
development for these companies at both
national and international levels. Therefore,
the development of regional and international
markets of companies is also among the Park’s
prioritized programs,” he added.

ICT Park is not merely a physical entity; it is
a mechanism designed to foster the growth of
companies. We, as a subsidiary entity of Iran’s
Ministry of Information and Communications
Technology, must exert ourselves to expedite
company growth, ensuring alignment with
our goals and policies, thereby creating new
markets for these companies. As a subsidiary
of Iran’s Ministry of Communication and

Information Technology, we are expected to
speed up the growth of companies and work
in line with the relevant goals and policies in
order to provide new markets for the companies
both inside and outside of Iran,” emphasized
the Advisor to the Minister and President of the
Park. new markets for companies both inside
and outside Iran,

The new President of ICT Park also referred to
the activities that this Park has conducted so farin
the regional and international areas: “ICT Park,
in line with its international interaction, aims
for three goals, ‘Developing the international
market for the Park’s member companies and
exporting their products’, ‘transferring new
technologies to those countries in need of
technological advancement’ and ‘sharing our
experiences regarding establishing technology
Parks with other nations,” he clarified.

Eng. Ghanbarpour, who is also in charge of
Payam Special Economic Zone, pointed out the
significance of developing interaction between
ICT Park and Payam Special Economic Zone:
“What I perceive as an opportunity today are
the capacities and resources that Payam Special
Economic Zone has overlooked in recognizing
ICT Park, and vice versa. Thus, to realize
collaboration between ICT Park and Payam
Special Economic Zone, | invite colleagues and
member companies of the park to explore the
opportunities, facilities, space, and equipment
available at Payam Special Economic Zone. The
development space at Payam Special Economic
Zone surpasses that of ICT Park, yet what it
lacks is the flow of technology development
and innovation, and these two entities can
complement each other” he noted.
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Eng. Ghanbarpour:

The Main Axis of the Park’s Activities Will Be Focused on
the Demands of the National Information Network

Eng. Ghanbarpour, Advisor to the Minister
and the new President of ICT Park, pointed
out the reason for establishing specialized
Parks: “Specialized Parks established under
the supervision of certain Iranian Ministries
(including Iran’s Ministry of Information and
Communication Technology, the Ministry of
Petroleum, etc.) have a specialize and defined
mission. In fact, these ministries have the
authority to direct and regulate the activities of
the Park; therefore, from now on, the activities
of ICT Park will be aligned with the main
demands of Iran’s Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology.

“Currently, the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology prioritizes the
development of the national information network
and fiber networks throughout the country. This
mega-project demands a substantial amount
of equipment and services. Therefore, the

activities and initiatives of ICT Park and its
member companies, supported by the Ministry
of Communications, should be geared toward
fulfilling the needs of this ministry,” Eng.
Ghanbarpour continued in an interview with
ICT Park’s Monthly Newsletter.

Eng. Ghanbarpour emphasized the
significance of convergence and synergy in all
Iranian organizations and institutions, especially
the organizations working as subsets of the
Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology with the aim of establishing the
aimed national information network: “On
the other hand, organizations such as the
Communications Regulatory Authority, the
Telecommunication Infrastructure Company,

also

the Information Technology Organization, the
National Post Company, the Space Agency,
and other organizations under the ministry’s
jurisdiction are obligated to support the
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more than 40 residential and office blocks. Currently,
71 technology companies are operating on this site.
B. Mashhad site: This site was launched in 2018 in
Post Bank building located in Khayyam Blvd. The
tenstory building, occupying 3,000 square meters,
is available to member companies with all facilities.
There are currently 17 technology companies
operating in this site.

C. Semnan site: Semnan branch of ICT Park with
the approach of supporting skills-based training,
establishment of technology companies and the
establishment of accelerators in the field of ICT,
aerospace and digital content production was
launched in August 2021. This branch occupies an
area of about 5000 square meters, of which more
than 2000 square meters is allocated to shared
workspace, training classes and office blocks.

Bl Available Services

Companies operating in the Information and
Communication Technology Park can benefit from
a wide range of services, namely, from public and
basic to scientific and specific, and to technical and
facilitative services; some of the most important of
such services are as follows:

A. General and Basic Services

1. High Quality Accommodation: available in both
Alborz and Mashhad sites.

2. Establishment: secretarial, protection and security,
communications, common spaces

3. Financing: Venture Capital Services, bank loans,
research and technology fund, brokerage services
for Innovation and Prosperity Fund.

B. Specialized Services

1. Management Consulting Services: financial,
insurance and legal consulting, stock exchange
brokerage services, coaching services.

2. Commercial

Consulting Services: brand

consultancy, local marketing, capital raising and
commercialization

3. International Consulting Services: Getting patents,
obtaining international standards and certificates,
facilitating International Marketing

C. Technical Services:

1. Technology Procurement Services

2. Safe Software Environment (Filtering)

3. Business Clinic

4. Technical and laboratory infrastructure services
5. Specialized services such as training courses,
laboratories and
holding
exhibitions and events.

workshops, specialized

consultations, and participation in

B Target Audience

Information and Communication Technology Park
can host a wide range of companies active in ICT
should they meet one of the following conditions:

1. Young and SMEs (with at least 3 years of work
experience or technological and innovative concepts
entering the ICT Park Technology Development Center)
2. Developed domestic and foreign companies

3. Large and reputable national and international
companies

4. Distinguished local graduates and talented elites
living abroad.

How to register a company in the Information and
Communication Technology Park:

Companies active in ICT can apply for membership
in the Information and Communication Technology
Park via the annual call for membership. The call is
announced through the official website of the park
reachable at:

http://ictpark.ir/en

Membership in the Information and Communication
Technology Park is possible only through a public call,
and after going through the technical and scientific
evaluation process maintained by a team of experts.
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Information and Communication Technology Park

Bl Introduction

Establishing science and technology parks is the
latest knowledge and technologybased approach
appropriated by countries visavis operationalization
and applicability of science in businesses, providing
mfrastructure,
startups; the approach ultimately aims to increase
social wealth through promotion and expansion of
innovation within a competitive culture among member
companies in each science and technology park.

In this respect, the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology established the ICT
Park in 2017, aiming to support innovative and
technologybased businesses active in the field
of ICT. As a national park, ICT Park is currently
considered as the technological development hub,
providing domestic ICT companies with services,
facilities and equipment.

business survival development of

W Value

The Information and Communication Technology
Park supports all ICT businesses that “have
secured production maturity, and are planning to
enter the ICT market at the domestic, regional and
international levels.”

[l Vision

Internationalization as in the form of expanding
international cooperation of member companies
emerges as one of ICT Park’s most important plans. As
the country’s first marketoriented park, ICT Park aspires
to “become a worldclass technology park, welcoming
wellknown and leading domestic and international
companies; and to emerge as the most prestigious ICT
technology development center, actively reciprocating
with the related businesses in the country”.
Considering this global vision, in addition to assisting
companies in their path toward internationalization,

ICT Park is fully prepared to provide necessary
infrastructure and services essential to attract large
regional and international ICT companies.

Il Mission and Objectives

The eventual objective of the Information and
Communication Technology Park is to attract
domestic and international technology companies
and businesses, to boost manufacturing of modern
ICT products, and hence to facilitate their presence
in both domestic and international markets.

To this end, the main mission of ICT Park is
to provide an ‘“economic development and
technological expansion of companies, as well as an
eventual increase in their competitiveness.” Other
implications of the mission are as follows:
Promoting SMEs to developed ones by enabling
them to enter both domestic and international ICT
supply chain;

Developing international interactions of member
technology companies at both regional and
international levels;

Assisting  member technology companies with
network building process, and prioritizing their
production based on the demands of domestic and
international markets;

Attracting Iranian ICT specialists living overseas,

and facilitating their repatriation.

l Active Sites of ICT Park

ICT Park currently hosts 88 active technology
companies in three sites, namely, “Alborz”,
“Mashhad” and Semnan. These three sites Alborz,
Mashhad and Semnan include the following features:
A. Alborz site (formerly, Sajjad): This is the
main site of the Information and Communication
Technology Park, located at 26 km of TehranKaraj
highway, Alborz province; the 22hectareland hosts
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Eng. Ghanbarpour: The Main Axis of the Park’s
Activities Will Be Focused on the Demands of the
National Information Network
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